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A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 
rit t-69 
One MUST BOOK And That A Dark Horse 


February 27 


Elizabeth THE TREE OF LIBERTY Parrar & Rinehart 


*% This is the first big thrill of the New Year - a dark horse with great possi- 
bilities. Really grand reading! I had much the same feeling in reading it that I 
found in reading John Hyde Preston's 1776, a number of years ago, a sense of a period 
coming alive, a period that had hitherto followed more or less history book lines. 
Elizabeth Page, in THE TREE OF LIBERTY, has given to the Revolutionary War the sense 
of reality, of human conflict, that Margaret Mitchell gave to the Civil War. James 
Boyd did it, for specific periods in some of his books, Elizabeth Page has spanned 
a wider reach, for her story starts when the first rumblings of discontent, from here 
and there, reached out and touched a few scattered colonials in Virginia, and it goes 
2 on to the return of the Lewis and Clark expedition and the opening up of wider front- 
ijers, Against a background which includes historic figures in very human guise, 
| Jefferson, predominantly, Washington, Lafayette, Adams, Madison, Burr, Hamilton and 
| others, is told a story that symbolizes a stirring period, a story of the inner strug- 
gie in one family, a family torn by dissension, political and social, divided against 
itself, and dramatizing in small compass, a new state reaching out for understanding 
and uncertain of itself. In Matt Howard and his patrician wife, Jane, the whole 
thing comes to a focus ~ and theirs is a movins story of love and misunderstanding 
and warring emotions and ideals, of two dominant figures at odds. A good yarn, with 
plenty of action, a large canvas of characters, enough of historical import for cre- 


It is long, perhaps unduly long, but interesting from first to last. Illus- 


dence. 
trated by William Heyer. An important book. (Reported today as March selection of 
$3.00 


the Literary Guild.) 


Page, 





Among The Good Bets - Watch These! 


A new Archie Binns, and under a new imprint, THE LAND IS BRIGHT (Scribner); anda new 
Edwin Lanham, also under a new imprint, THE STRICKLANDS (Little, Brown). NIGHT RIDER 
by Robert Penn Warren (Houghton, Mifflin), a dark horse possibility. See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
Reerrary se ht 


Kennedy, Margaret THE MIDAS TOUCH Random House 


Good craftsmanship but not a particularly good novel, this new book of 
Miss Kennedy's. The whole story is keyed to "the Midas touch" in two men, one a 
young Welshman, Evan Jones, who recognizes and fears the gift in himself, and lives 
by his wits and his fatal charm; the other Corris Morgan, ruthless giant of big busi- 
It is their story, and the story of the women who came into their lives, - 





ness. 


wo» 3 « 
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Lydia who falls for Evan's charm, and pays the price; Mrs. Carter Blake, the clair- 
voyant, who helps sway the course of events; and the weakling wife of Corris Morgan. 
The story is told by the "camera eye" method, the pieces fit into place as the story 
progresses. The appeal is largely mental - and not wholly successful. $2.50 









February § 






Cook, E. Thornton JUSTLY DEAR Scribner 


This follows the previous literary, biographical novels (They Lived, the 
Brontes, Speaking Dust, Thomas and Jane Carlyle) in the reconstruction of the lives 
of Charles and Mary Lamb. Here is the picture the world knows, Mary's crazed murder 
of their mother, and Charles’ unswerving devotion to his unbalanced sister, filled in 
with their thin times, movings, the dull work at the East India House, the growing 
circle of friends, Charles' writings culminating successfully in the Essays. of Elia, 
Mary's part in their joint books, Charles' retirement from the work he hated, their 
joy in the love and companionship of the orphan, Emma Isola, and Charles' death coming 
before Mary's. A tender, careful presentation of a brother and sister devotion. 


$2.50 
































February 13 


Lieferant, Henry & Sylvia CHARITY PATIENT Dutton 


The Lieferants, in Grass on the Mountain attempted a fairly serious job, 
verging on the mystic side. This, on the contrary, is headed straight for the rental 
libraries, an airy little bit about love, against a medical background. (A background 
fast becoming omnipresent). All about a successful doctor, who after years of hard 
work with his nurse-wife, Nora, has reached the top. He had become inured to the 
typical grateful patient, the female-on-the-make. But Nora, to test him, makes him 
violate hospital regulations and take a charity patient outside the clinic. Comes 
the old Pygmalion story, with resulting emotional complications, only to be ulti- 
mately solved by true love and Nora. Pleasing eiderdown —- little more. $2.00 


Offord, Lenore Glen CLOTH OF SILVER Macrae Smith 


A good rental item for your conservative readers in a story that might have 
been sappy froth, but manages to escape and emerge as credible and honest. The story 
of the molding of a spoiled young girl into a successful wife. The death of her 
father and the betrayal of her mother thrusts her into hasty marriage, and the prob- 
lem of meeting in her sister-in-law, her husband's ideal of what a wife should be. 
The rest of the story is the remaking of the young wife. $2.00 


February 15 
Krause, Herbert WIND WITHOUT RAIN Bobbs—Merrill 


An impressive first novel of farm life in Minnesota. Told by Jeppy, it is 

the story.of hatred and fear, bred in four boys by their powerful, dominant father. 

The youngest, Franz, filled with imagination and music, is the means of crippling 

Jeppy, and the two are bound together with greater love. Franz manages to have 

music in his life, marries loyal Tinkla, has his love killed for wanton Liliem, and 
ww faces a new life with Tinkla. The insidious gossip of a small German community, the 
| ingrowing hatreds and fears, breeding tragedy, are all presented in cumulative detail 
as a background for Franz' rebellion and eventual acceptance of the life he must lead, | 
A good solid job, for serious consideration. $2.50 
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February 17 









Sawyer, Topliffe CAVALRY MAN Penn 


There's almost a Western market for this story, in the dialog, etc., but it 
has a new setting and is convincing in the drawing of the thoroughly likeable young 
cavalry officer on a Kansas army post, and of his romance with the niece of the gen- 
Red is involved in a scrape - is set to train remounts and finds his hands 
There's a fight with two gangsters, and ultimately ~ with the aid of the girl - 













































eral. 
full. 


he pulls off successs, and wins a reward — and the girl. $2.00 
February 20 
Warner, Rex THE PROFESSOR Knopf 


I confess that Rex Warner leaves me completely at sea as to what he is at- 
tempting to do. His first novel, The Wild Goose Chase was a fantasy, with satiric 
overtones. Now comes this, which has the earmarks of a script for a skit in a revue - 
(have you seen Victor Moore as the harassed ambassador trying to get himself fired?) - 
not even convincingly satiric or convincingly anything else. The Professor is about 
to be chosen as Chancellor of a small state, bordering on an aggressive totalitarian 
state (give you three guesses). He lectures composedly on Greek verse, is interrupted 
by his son, then by another student, representing different factors in the state. 
There is much talky-talky, without much being said, as the various elements in the 
government come to light, and the Professor is finally betrayed by the woman he loves, 
acting as a spy for the National Legion forces. That's that. Skip it. $2.50 


e Bahr, Jerome THE PLATINUM TOWER Scribner - 


Bahr is known for his skilful short stories, and this is his first novel. 
Little more than a still life, a caricature. There is no plot. It is an astute if 
unpleasant characterization of four people living in a helter-skelter way in a small 
mid-western town. Mr. Baldwin, avoiding work through his claim to partial blindness, 
Mrs. Baldwin, monstrously vain, childishly sensitive; their niece and her husband - 


buffers in the set-up - all a bit eccentric and neurotic. Ably done, but purposeless. 
| $2.00 





February 2& (4% 
Stephenson, Geneva SPRING JOURNEY Macmillan 


A good bet for the Farnol fans, and entertainins reading without too heavy 
an accent on historical background. A long, romantic tale of the adventures that be- 
fell a painter forced to take Lady Helen on his spring painting jaunt, to protect her 
from her brother's plans for her marriage. There are events aplenty - gypsies, blood 
brawls, escapes, arrests, lovers’ quarrels, gallant gestures, deep dyed villainy. 
Escapist reading with old English flavor; George II period and the introduction of 
actual contemporary characters, daring highwaymen, gypsies and nobles. $2.50 


paeee 


February 24 I t 
Mahart, Haakon NORTHERN SUNRISE Kectryvad t ' 


The long night in a small Arctic village makes the chief setting for this 
Scandinavian psychological novel. Erling is radio man - Krog pilot on a Norwegian 
airplane, and on the new Finmark run, Erling bails out as they are about to crash and 
Krog is killed. All his life, Erling has been dominated by his sense of inferiority 


to Krog -— and the long winter and the new love bring about a cure. Unusual tale. 
$2. 00 
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Binns, Archie THE LAND IS BRIGHT Scribner 


* 









This is totally unlike anything Binns has done. It is a first rate but 
Somewhat conventional story of crossing the plains, in the great American trek to 
Oregon. It reveals the pioneers as very human, and not at all aware of their place 
in a great historical drama. He tells the story of one girl who proved to be the 
focus for certain activities of the wagon train, for animosities between the leader 
and any other men to whom she showed any attention, with results that were far-reach- 
ing. In muted tones, it suggests a similar situation in The Turning Wheels, that 
grand story of the Boer trek. There is no great heroic picture, but a realistic ap- 
proach to a subject that has been haloed through the years. Lacks the subtle psycho- 
logical import of Lighthouse - and the social implications of The Laurels Are Cut 




































Down, but may prove more generally popular than either. $2.50 
March 4, 
Furnas, Marthedith THE NIGHT IS COMING Harper 


Regional novel —- the background of Indiana in the building as seen through 
the life of one family and primarily of one character, Stella Buchanan, an ugly, raw- 
boned woman with a masculine drive, a hard worker, shrewd, not above double play. The 
story of a lonely life, but a vigorous one, as she manages the big farm left to her 
and her brothers and sisters, rules the scrub folk, bargains in real estate, and ends by 
making a fortune by fair means and foul. Well done of its kind, - a faithful repro- 


duction of a barren, brutal country and a pioneer woman. Limited in appeal. $2.50 
‘ | 
al March 7 
Williamson, Maude IF LOVE MEANS THIS Farrar & Rinehart 


A book for the upper rental brackets - nothing particularly new, but good 
of its kind and for that market. A story of marriage in a typical small town,. suburb 
of a big city. Recosnizable in types and situations and dialog. Nan, with a dis- 
jointed childhood, looks for security in marriage, and accepts it in prosaic, stury 
Carl. Then comes a visiting psychologist - and her introduction to passion, which 
she feels worth all else - until she finds herself left in the lurch. Then comes the 
finding of herself once more in the everyday give and take. Told before - but well 


done here. $2.00 
March 3 

Cushman, Clarissa Fairchild THE OTHER BROTHER Little, Brown 

* Another rental library item, for that backlog group between the sophisti- 


cated and the homespun. (Somewhat on the order of the Bannin; market). Somewhat 
slender in plot and leisurely in pace, but pleasant reading. Story of two brothers, 
one overshadowing the other, of their love for the same girl, and of how the girl 


helps solve the problem of the conflicting personalities. $2.00 
March 4 
Lanham, Edwin THE STRICKLANDS Little, Brown 
y 4 Another. Ophelia (Longmans, Green) had a good press and a fairly substantial 
—_ sale. His preceding books had dealt with early Texas. Now comes another - proving 


he cannot be pigeonholed, as it is unlike anything else he has written. Primarily, 
this is the story of one man's efforts to organize the Arkansas tenant farmers, 
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realizing that black and white and red must find a common platform, if they would 
achieve decent living conditions. Paralleling his efforts for social betterment, is 
the story of his reckless, hot-headed brother and his wife, always in trouble. The 
story is told through the eyes of each one - semi-stream of consciousness, and the 
manner suggests, perhaps, the Caldwell school of writing, social in import, propa- 
gandist, perhaps, but definitely dramatic in values. The background of the country 
strikes a real note and Lanham can write. But this seems somewhat more limited in 


sales possibilities. $2.50 
March "7 

Warren, Robert Penn NIGHT RIDER Houghton, Mifflin 

* Here's a book that may prove important from the angle of critical acclaim 


but that will scarcely class as popular in its appeal. Warren is well known as critic, 
poet and editor of the Southern Review. His style is sensitive, rhythmical, with 
brilliant flashes of portraiture and description of the tobacco country. It is a story 
of a secret organization, formed to organize the growers into a cooperative group, but 
forced to adopt terroristic measures to achieve their results. The emotional side of 
the story is handled obliquely, and not very convincingly. The period is today - and 
the book as a whole is a challenge to our presumably modern social conscience. It is 
over-long, but has many passages of exceptional writing. $2.50 


Fineman, Irving DOCTOR ADDAMS Random House 


This may have somewhat the appeal of Young Doctor. Galahad (though it is more 
scientific and less popular in its approach). Another medical background book, and 
too scientific in its details for the average layman (though some may read it for 
curiosity since the medical side deals chiefly with new findings in the pathology of 
uterine activity, contraceptives, etc.). Frankly, I found the book long-drawn out, 
the plot thinly spun, and the characters too talky-talky, with little effort to make 
their conversation represent any personality other than the author speaking. They 
talk endlessly, not only on matters medical, but on women, marriage, sex, Jews, 
Germany, organized medicine, social and political problems, etc. etc. The setting 
is a modern mid-western city (Chicago? Detroit?). And the story revolves around a 
brilliant scientist whose marriage has been a failure, and a young laboratory assis- 
tant, who has deserted a Puritan upbringing, for a promiscuity in search of freedom. 
‘Ware conservatives. $2.35° 

SO 


March 8 


Renault, Mary PROMISE OF LOVE Morrow 


A fine-drawn, sensitive novel, set in a dreary English city hospital (yes- 
again), limited in general appeal but exceptionally mature and genuine in handling. 
There are three central figures, - Jan, a vital, handsome geologist, restless, seek- 
ing freedom from personal ties, unaware of the impact on those he picks up and drops; 
Vivian, his sister, a nurse; Mic, a youth homosexually tied to Jan. When Jan goes 
off on an expedition, Mic seeks emotional release through Vivian. Their story pro- 
vides a dual thesis:- the finding of personal freedom and individuality through 
normal love; the shifting of the relationship, so that Mic emerges able to carry on 
normally. It is a difficult book to describe, often moving, with a fine sense of 
nuances. $2.50 
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March, William SOME LIKE THEM SHORT Little, Brown 





Short stories by a writer who has built np a succes. d’estime in his field. 
March at his best packs a punch, but the stories which seem leashed, spare, blunt in 
their simplicity, are twice as moving. There are stories of all types here ~ south- 
ern regional stories, war pieces (remember his Company K stuff?), contemporary, child- 
hood fragments, etc, For characteristic examples, try Nine Prisoners, The Listening 
Post (an allegory of Christ in the trenches), The First Dime, The Last Meeting. Save 
for one or two where March rants a little, they are movind, sobering stories of lost 
people, with effective use of the shock ending, and great skillin writing, $2.50 

































March b3 


Paterson, Anne TAKE THESE HANDS Macrae Smith 


All about the making, breaking and final remaking of a young doctor. An 
early childhood, dominated by a pompous, pseudo-religious grandfather; his years of 
training; his worship of the obstetrician with whom he was associated; his disillu- 
sionment in love; his breakdown - and finally his comeback. Lots of medical back- 
ground, which seems authentic enough, readable, for the lighter element of The Cita- 


del market. $2.50 
@ THESE NOVELS RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR DECEMBER REPORT 
January 4 
Tickell, Jerrard JILL FELL DOWN Morrow 


Without straining the credibility, this manages to be an extremely pleasant 
account of how Jill's world is turned upside down when, innocently asking a man for a 
light, she is arrested for soliciting. She appears in court, the story gets into the 
newspapers, the young doctor who loves her slugs the policeman who arrested her and 
is himself arrested and jailed. Then the story of Jill's renunciation of the society 
world she had known, and her ultimate finding a job; of the wait for the doctor's 
release, and the events which finally brought back to his profession. Likeable 
people, sympathetic presentation - an appealing job. There is tragedy and comedy - 
and sophistication with a light touch. $2,00 


January 10 


Goldsmith, Martin M. DETOUR: An Extraordinary Tale Macaulay 


Two not very pleasant people in a not very pleasant tale, hard-boiled and 
sordid, without the gusto of Cain to pull it off. It has some dramatic value and 
a certain vitality, but it doesn't classify as important. The story of a jobless 
violinist, and a would be movie star, told in parallel chapters. An accident to the 
driver of the car which Alex has ridden part of the way to the Coast, gives him a 
chance to impersonate the dead man; he gets involved with a girl, who turns black- 


® mailer, kills her and escapes.... The parallel story is of Sue, a waitress, of her 
. affair with a small bit actor, of her launching on a screen career. Obviously not 
$2.00 


for conservatives. 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


January 17 


Boutell, Anita TELL DEATH TO WAIT Putnam 
‘The mystery element in this is thin, but as a story of murder it holds 


water. Successively told from four angles, it shows selfish, ruthless Leo whose 
death her husband, lover and guests determine shall be known as an accident, Nan,. 
her loyal friend, is firm on proving it murder, but is blocked by hearing the past 
and the reason for the killing. There's a neat twist to the end. $2.00 


Goldman, R. L. DEATH PLAYS SOLITAIRE Coward, McCann 


Rufus Reed, reporter, ferrets out the real clues for the owner of his paper, 
in the murder of a condemned man's lawyer. Reed tells the story of many a double 


cross in a thoroughly realistic fashion. Good yarn. $2.00 
February 5 

Gayle, Newton SINISTER CRAG Scribner 

* A good yarn with a distinctive background, - mountain climbing in the English 


Lake district. Three climbers have died - accident or murder? The suspects are at 
the inn where Greer, home from a wild goose chase to Switzerland, uses his knowledge of 
climbing lore, technique, etc. to clear up misunderstandings and confront the killer 


with his deei. Top flight tale. $2.00 
February 9 

Morton, Anthony ALIAS BLUE MASK Lippincott 

* The best of the blue Mask series. Mannering, gentleman Raffles, finds that 

he is being impersonated on both sides of the Channel, and risks his reputation and 

security to follow clues leading to the rounding up of the gang. $2.00 


February 15 
Bush, Christopher THE CASE OF THE GREEN FELT HAT Holt 


Fair. Another Ludovic Travers tale, in which Travers, his new wife and 
Wharton are involved in the death of a financier who has brought loss to a small 
English village. By indirect sleuthing, Travers leads Wharton and the police through 
nine suspects to the right solution. $2.00 


February 20 


Derleth, August SENTENCE DEFERRED Scribner 


A body found in a burned house is the cause of one man's being tried for 
murder and acquitted, another man tried for the same crime, and found guilty. 
Judge Peck digs about, finds outside leads, learns the true background of all the 
events, and shoots it out with the criminal. A bank closing of a small midwest town 
is the pivotal point. $2.00 
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March 1 





Oppenheim, E,. Phillips A PULPIT IN THE GRILL ROOM Little, Brown 






Slick smoothies, but not top ranking. A good time passer, however. Lyson 
is the active participator in the adventures which result from the all-knowing Louis, 
crippled mattre d'hotel with a finger in every pie. A smuggling job, a triangle, a 
nightclub act which results in a killing, a murderer thief, a girl who turns down a 
film career and causes a suicide, movie spies, etc. etc. $2.00 


4 
March 2 



















Gill, Tom FIREBRAND Farrar & Rinehart 






This can classify as Western though it is minus cowboys. Definitely Western 






















scene in the adventures of one. man to clean up a community and bring honesty into the 
redwood game. A bit meatier than most. Good local interest. $2.00 
| March 10 
| 
“ Young, Gordon RED CLARK ~ TWO GUN MAN Doubleday, Doran 
* A-1 Western in the best formula pattern, minus romance. Red Clark under 
: his own steam beats down every outlaw and makes the tough gunmen around Wesco, where 
| @ he has come to look for the murderer of his former boss, look like a bunch of school- 
| boys. He finds the killer and wipes out a gang of rustlers... This type of stuff, 
| done well, is good fun. $2.00 
| 14 
| March 2? 
Patrick, Q. DEATH AND THE MAIDEN Simon & Schuster 


Fun to read, this story of murder in a college. Spotlight turned on a 
half dozen suspects, faculty and student - and it takes Lieutenant Trant with the 
aid of the murdered student's roommate to turn the murder into a suicide destined 

to incriminate many for the sake of revenge. There is a second death, to cover the 
first. And it winds up with a daedalian solution. $2.00 





Disney, Dorothy STRAWSTACK Se fil Random House 


A New England spinster now living in Maryland has her household terrorized 
by three deaths for which her brother-in-law is jailed, but the real criminal is 
brought to justice by a canny relative's action. Local police do a good job and two 
romances reach satisfactory solutions. Entertaining. $2.00 
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NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 
February 3 
Ferber, Edna A PECULIAR TREASURE Doubleday, Doran 
* It's good - and better than just Jood reading, this autobiography of a 


It shows her as more than a facile writer who has grown 

in stature as estimated in sales figures. It shows her as a human being who has ° 

érown in stature, in breadth of vision, in philosophy. Her years have spanned two 

distinct worlds, the world before the war, and the world after. Her wanderings have 

taken her far from the little mid-western town that gave her her first push forward 

into journalism, and all of America and much of Europe has fed the imagination that 

turned, most successfully, to realism near at hand for its best expression. Her name Ypat) 
y! 


will start it selling; and it will continue on its own merits. (351 limited, signed 
‘20° Trade — $3.00 


novelist and playwright. 


$5.00). |i. 
A DARK HORSE POSSIBILITY 
January 340 
van Paassen, Pierre DAYS OF OUR YEARS Hillman Curl 
* I found this perhaps, the most stimulating and challenging roving journal- 


ist's story since Vincent Sheean's. Not as easy reading, not as adventurous as some, 


but cutting deeper into the facts behind what he saw and felt and reported. A com- 
mentary on the world today, and what brought it about. Dutch, trained in a hard 
Calvinist school and destined for the ministry, journalism was more or less an acci- 
dent, and a fortunate one for those who have followed him. His work ~ and interests - 
took him far from beaten tracks. He has had opportunities - and made the most of 
them - in interviewing the men who have moved the chessmen of Europe's board. His is 
not a conventional reporting. He veers sharply from accepted positions, and in this 
book, reveals some pretty sensational things. Controversial, undoubtedly - the 
explanation of the women and children of the Alcazar will cause fur to fly; the inside 
picture of actual conditions in Ethiopia; the revelations from Italy, Germany, France, 
England show plenty of clay-footed idols. Read for yourselves. And be sure, the book 
will sell. (Book-of-the-Month choice for February). $2.50 


And Here Are Very Few Good Sales. Bets. 


LINCOLN TALKS, edited by E. Hertz (Viking); and Arthur Train's autobiography, MY DAY 
IN COURT (Scribner). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
JamraTy 19 of, 3 


Dodds, Robert E. HANDICRAFTS AS A HOBBY Harper 


A lucid guide to many types of handicrafts to be practised with minimum of 
expense:- leather work, cloth pictures, hand-weaving, painting on glass, papier mache, 
carving, batik, greeting cards, book making, block printing, glass etching, bead craft, 


etc. How to do it and what to do. Appendix of sources of equipment. $2.00 
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January 24 










Brooks, Robert R. R. UNIONS OF THEIR OWN CHOOSING Yale 
An Account of the National Labor Relations. Board 






x Good companion volume to the author's When Labor. Organizes. (a history of 
American labor movement), in an account of the work done by the N.L.R.B. since the 
passing of the Wagner Act. It is an interesting book to read in connection with The 
Worker, The Foreman and the Wagner Act by R. L. Greenaun(page 580-December 15). While 
both explain and interpret the decisions of the Board, the Brooks’ book is much more 
comprehensive, going into the history of the cases Giscussed, the reasons for the 
decisions, the philosophy back of them. TheGreenman book, on the other hand, takes it 
from a more practical angle of application. These two books should be read by every- 
one concerned in the workings of the Board, to balance the adverse publicity of the 
press. The Brooks’ book reviews criticism and discusses suggested amendment. $3.00 


February—?? Ser ys LL. fh 4 
aise , ee KVYOA 
Pecora, Ferdinand WALL STREET UNDER OATH ' Simon &! Schuster 

















Here, for the layman, is the story of the investigation (1933-34) of 

"Wall Street" by the Senate Committee on Banking and Currency, which resulted in 
highly important bankins and security legislation. The.spotlisht is focussed on 
such fisures as J. P. Morsan and his partners, Mitchell and National City, Wiggin 
and Chase National Bank, Kahn, Dillon, Whitney, the Van Sweringens and others, re- 
vealing their transactions (and profits) in high finance, which, under the new laws, 
are no longer possible. The author's aim is presumably to point out that the legis- 
lation is working without the predicted disastrous results and to emphasize the 

S reasons for maintaining future vigilance. Not limited to financial circles, well 
told for anyone interested in current history and development. $2.50 ff 


























February 5 


Burne, Alfred H. LEE GRANT AND SHERMAN Scribner 
A British army officer analyzes the threes main campaigns of the Civil War 
and their generals:—~ Grant aad Lee in the Wilderness, the Cold Harbor and the Spott-— 


Sylvania campnign; Sherman vs Jonnmston and Hood befors Atlanta, the Battle of Nash- 
ville and the March to tke Sea; Sheridan's raid through the Shenandoah Valley. De- 
tailed siudy of jay by day moves, of the strategy used Ly each seneral, etc. Spe- 
cially drawn maps iliustrated each day's events. Value definitely for students of 
strategem and military tactics. Limited in appeal. $3.00 


February 10 


Hertz, Emanuel, ed. LINCOLN TALKS: A B310graphy +n Anecdotes Viking 


7 Another approach to Lincolniana - a twenty years' collection of remarks, 
anecdotes, opinions, etc., as Lincoln told them. Some sound apocryphal but their 
authenticity is vouched for, and all reveal the all-too-human qualities of the man. 
They are divided into two parts, 1809-1850, and as President, and each item is traced 
to its source. The result is a many-sided picture, with varying highlights - an 
informal presentation which sometimes gives greater insight than other interpreta- 
tions, for hereare the recollections of people who actually heard and saw Lincoln 
reporting tie humorous, wise, apropos, moving observations made during his daily 
life, before and after he had attained fame, with his family or on parade, in high 
or low spirits, on important or trivial matters - a glimpse of every facet of the 
man. Good material - interesting, though not to be assimilated in one gulp, and 4 
wide appeal. $3.00 
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February 11 


Scribner 


Sherwood, Robert E. ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS 


Announcing the appearance in book form of the current Broadway success with 


Raymond Massey in the title role. Originally scheduled for November publication. 
$2.00 


February 15 


Issler, Anne Roller STEVENSON AT SILVERADO Caxton 
Stevenson, shortly after his marriage, spent a summer in Napa County, Cal- 
ifornia, the scene of his Stlverado Squatters. The author has tracked down people 
who knew him, contemporary records and so on, in an attempt to give further impres- 
sions of the young author against the region that appealed so deeply to him. Her 
picture of the country is better than her picture of the man, for his summer was an 
isolated one and his contacts few. Largely of local interest. $3.50 


February 15 
Gedye, G. E. R. BETRAYAL IN CENTRAL EUROPE Harper 


* An important book - a challenge to clear thinking on the present situation. 
Absorbing reading. Gedye's expulsion from Austria by the Nazis broadeast his fame 
and gave plus value to his New York Times articles on Austria and later Czecho- 
slovakia. This book shows why he was not wanted by the Nazis, for it presents the 
damning evidence they suspected, but did not know, him to have. Ten years in Austria 
gave him thorough grounding. He loved and understood the Austrians, saw through 
Dolfuss, sympathized with Schushnigg and recognized the reasons for his failure. He 
has crammed his book with amazing detail of dates, names, places and incidents - it 
is good journalism, honest and courageous. In his revelations of the part played by 
England and France in the betrayal of Czechoslovakia, he makes his plea 350 the world 
Ocean 


mark and remember. 


February 20 
Train, Arthur MY DAY IN COURT Scribner 


* The legal and literary career of the creator of the loved and famed Mr, Tutt, 
which tells of his seven years as prosecutor for the D.A. in New York City, his pri- 
vate law practice and his abandoning law for writing. It's easy, entertaining read- 
ing, filled with good accounts of unusual cases, and his views on the "writing game" - 
the debits and credits, defense of the "popular" writer, magazine appearance versus 
book, methods of work, advice to would-be writers, etc. There should be a waiting 
market for this, with Mr. Tutt's many admirers, the legal profession and the scrib- 
bling fraternity, and the biography buyers - and it's good reading for the general 


public. $3.50 


February 24 
Szeps, Berta MY LIFE AND HISTORY Knopf 


The record of a full life, by a woman who knew the greatest political, 
artistic and scientific figures of yesterday and today. Her father was a close 
friend of Rudolf of Hapsburg and for eight years was in close touch with him A 
good deal of historical significance in regard to the political machinations of the 
times is revealed through letters, interviews, etc., and his tragic end is attributed 
to his father's blind despotism and his struggle against the German alliance. This 
comprises the first third of the book. The second part is the pre-war period, her 
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marriage to a scientist and their contact with Freud, Krafft-Ebing, etc., as well as 
the artists of Paris in those days. The third part deals with the war, during which 
she acted as diplomatic go-between for Austria and France. And the lest part deals 
briefly with post-war Austria and its death. Told through diary, letters, inter- 
views, with a zestful approach, and much astute and sympathetic writing. _" book 
which a somewhat limited audience will enjoy dreatly. $3.00 
















February 24 










Albion, R. G. PORT OF NEW YORK Scribner 


A detailed study of the "extension of New York's sphere of commercial in- 
fluence" which has made it the "chief American exchange of the world's commodities" -~- 
the lack of promise New York showed during its first two centuries, and the ten years, 
1815 to 1825, in which it romped away from other rival ports, the physical advantages, 
the early cargoes and ships, the changing fashions in necessities and commodities, 
the inland and coastal contributions to its commerce, personalities of the great for- 
tunes that were founded - the panoramic background of the "world's busiest seaport" 
in the 19th century. A local as well as national item, a thorough view of the growth 
of a port. $3.75 
































March 2) 


White, E. B. QUO VADIMUS? Harper 


A collection of humorous articles by the well known contributor to the New 
Yorker. First section - parables and prophecies in whimsical fantasy vein. Next | 
three sections range from light-hearted satire to nonsense, covering all phases of 


2 modern civilization. Brand of humor more rarefied than Thurber or Benchley. For 
typical examples, try Dusk in Fierce Pyjamas, Liberal in a Lounge Car, Getting Along 
with Women. $2.50" 

oO 
March 2 
Crow, Carl HE OPENED THE DOOR OF JAPAN Harper 


Pretty prosy, this biography of Townsend Harris, our first diplomatic rep- 
resentative in Japan, the story of a man who accomplished by his personal efforts 
unsupported by the government that had sent him out, the passage of a treaty which 
formed the basis for Japan's relations with foreign powers during the whole period 
of her reestablishment as a modern power. The facts are there - the tedium lies in 
the inevitable and inescapable record of delays, evasions, and so on which char- 
acterized the functioning of the Japanese. Harris is himself a strangely colorless 
figure, as he emerges from these pages. Yet if anyone could have lent him color, 
Carl Crow would have been the man. It is a story that has its place in the annals 
of American diplomacy, however. $4.00 


March 48 


Block, Anita THE CHANGING WORLD IN PLAYS AND THEATRE Little, Brown 


Ananalysis of play-consciousness versus theater-consciousness, and an ex- 
amination of the modern and contemporary playwrights and their works with the thesis 
that the vital play is that "dedicated to the realization of man's age-long dream of 
freedom, justice, and human brotherhood". Here are the rebels and the revolutionary 

@ plays of their day - Ibsen, Strindberg, Wedekind, Chekov, Shaw, etc., - that opened 
the way for O'Neil, Rice, Odets, etc., in America, and the foreign aspects of the 
current scene. Why their plays were - and are important -— why they failed or suc-— 
ceeded, audience receptions of disputed productions — the theater as it mirrors chang- 
ing social and moral aspects. Thoughtful reading for the serious student of the 


drama, a good reference book. $2.75 
















\ 
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March 4 


Fuess, Claude M. CREED OF A SCHOOLMASTER Little, Brown 


A series of articles about education by the head of a large boys' school in 
England. They are fairly serious articles, but not outstanding. There is nothing 
particularly original or stimulating in the contribution he makes. He takes a dig- 
nified and scholarly middle of the road position, showing himself open-minded toward 
progressive measures. The first chapters deal with education in general, stressing 
the vital part played by the teacher; then what to do with the bright boy, what should 
be taught, preparation for college, the history and development of the New England 
Academy, and the American scene today. He closes with an essay on the virtues and 
drawbacks of the progressive school. For parents and teachers. $2.00 


Homer, Sidney MY WIFE ANDI “Lew de | Macmillan 


There have been a number of operatic biographies and autobiographies lately, 
but this ranks below most of them. A dual biography of a composer and teacher, and 
his wife, a great contralto. Sidney was born of deaf parents, went to Leipzig to 
study music, returned to Boston to teach. He married a pupil, Louise Beatty, and 
gave up his own profession to enable her to round out hers. Study in Paris, early 
years of hard uphill work, page after page of her performances, in opera and concert. 
Very little human interest, backstage stuff, merely a pattern of family life, with 
six talented children. One gets no sharp picture of either Homer or his wife, and 


there is a general atmosphere of benevolence and sentimental gushing. $3.50 
ugnetT— if. I 
Hylander, Clarence J. THE WORLD OF PLANT LIFE Macmillan 


Not a handbook for field trips but a reference book for everyone interested 
in country adventures. The author attempts to give the reader a speaking acquaintance 
with all types of plant life, from Coast to Coast. He wants to avoid the speciali- 
zatiom that makes most books too limited in their use. He covers all areas, - from 
forest to swamp, from desert to pond, and tries to be guided by popular taste. A book 
which the rankest amateur will find valuable. He describes plant families and their 
functions in nature; the colonization of an area; the struggle for survival, for food 
and sunlight and water. He shows where the plant world fits into the balanced scheme 
of things. A book for study before and after field trips. Fully illustrated. $7.50 


Madeleva, Sister M. SELECTED POEMS 4-\4 Macmillan 


Catholic lyrical poems, with little distinction to recommend them to other 
than a highly specialized market. All dedicatory to God, God as the eternal lover, 
God in the outside world, God in nature. In simple, poetic style, with tired meta- 
phor and tired sentiments. Inspirational slant, of course, with uplift motive. A 
book for personal solace, not for general consumption. $1.75 
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Beard, Charles & Mary AMERICA IN MID PASSAGE Macmillan 






This is an extraordinarily extensive survey of the history of this country, 
political, social, economic, literary and artistic ~ from the days of the "Solden glow" 
of Coolidge's administration, up to the present. Beard has a faculty for bringing to- 
gether minutia and broad generalities, which gives at least a semblance of thorough- 
ness that on the face of it seems almost impossible to achieve in the compass of one 
book. One reads with amazement a mass of relevant information and detail, lucidly and 
dramatically presented. The crowding events and changing picture formulate as we read. 
He is singularly objective, though at the close, he expresses his recognition of the 
President emerging as a symbol, combining in his thought the most powerful tendencies 
in American history, the conception of humanistic democracy. $5.00 












RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR REPORT IN DECEMBER ISSUES 


January 3 






Harpole, James BODY MENDERS Stokes 






Human interest stories framing information for the layman on current surg- 
ical procedure — new drugs, treatments, methods, etc. - to combat the fears that keep 
many from professional advice and treatment. Tuberculosis, cancer, appendicitis, 
pneumonia, childbirth, diabetes, ulcers, are among the operable cases included (the 
outcome is usually successful) and the problems of the people involved are happily 
solved. An optimistic, kindly book, based on actual cases, with plenty of facts to 
hearten the fear-ridden and enough sentiment and drama to make it thoroughly readable. 


$2.'75 

























January 15 
Chekov, Anton Pavlovich THE SEA GULL Scribner 


A new translation by Stark Young, which is very successful in keeping the 
spirit of the original. Scheduled for publication last July and postponed. $2.00 


SPECIAL NOTE TO BOOKSELLERS 


We are enclosing a sample of a broadside which we prepare for some of our subscribers, 
to be imprinted for their customers. Where an informal list is desired, as a change 
from the longer commercial lists, these have proved successful. If you are interested 
in trying them out for a six months' period, will you notify us before January 15th. 


RATES 
100 copies - unimprinted $1.50 per month 
200 copies — unimprinted 2.50 per month 
| 300 copies — imprinted 3.50 per month 
400 copies — imprinted 4.50 per month 
| 500 copies - imprinted 5.00 per month 
| @ 1000 copies - imprinted 10.00 per month 


Quotations for larger quantities on request. Please note that in 
quantities less than 300, we can supply no imprint. 






Distribution limited to one bookshop in a community. 
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DATE AND PRICE 









PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, 





Doubleday, Doran 
Puleston, Dennis - BLUE WATER VAGABOND. Postponed to 4/" 393 























Harper 
Crow, Carl - THE CHINESE ARE LIKE THAT. Postponed to Fall 534 


Little, Brown 
Forester, C. S. -— FLYING COLORS - from 1/3 to 1/19 525 


Simon & Schuster 
Hunt, Frazier ~ THE LITTLE DOC. Definite date 1/2 495 
Martin, John S. ~ GENERAL MANPOWER. Definite date 1/25 555 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - 
JANUARY 15TH TO FEBRUARY 15ST 


January 15 - Faulkner, William -— THE WILD PALMS (Random House) 528 

€ - Forbes, Rosita - THESE ARE REAL PEOPLE (Dutton) 550 
January 19 - Forester, C. S. -— FLYING COLORS (Little, Brown) pr 525 

- Frost, Frances - YOKE OF STARS (Farrar & Rinehart) 554 

~ Kelland, Clarence B. — SKIN DEEP (Harper) 554 

January 23 - Bowen, Elizabeth -— THE DEATH OF THE HEART (Knopf) 551 

- Hull, Helen — FROST FLOWER (Coward, McCann) 573 

- Loomis, Dr. Fred ~ CONSULTATION ROOM (Knopf) 552 

January 24 - Jameson, Storm - HERE COMES A CANDLE (Macmillan) 555 


January 25 - Du Bois, Theodora ~ DEATH TEARS A COMIC STRIP (Houghton, Mifflin) 578 4 
January 27 - Hunt, Frazier - THE LITTLE DOC (Simon & Schuster) 495 4 


January 30 - Stong, Phil - THE LONG LANE (Farrar & Rinehart) 573 
Van Paassen, Pierre ~ DAYS OF OUR YEARS (Hillman Curl) 








